THE AGE OF MACHINERY
unions obtained full legal sanction, their action was
restrained by the prohibition of peaceful picketing. Four
years later a conservative government in its turn recognized
their power by legalizing a limited degree of peaceful
picketing.
The seventies also witnessed an attempt, started by
Joseph Arch, to spread trade unionism among farm
labourers where the movement had always been extremely
backward. In all other industries the advent of the 'Indus-
trial Revolution' did away with the isolation of the worker.
The factory system served to concentrate great masses of
men under one roof, and the result was not only to render
possible concerted action among them but to imbue them
with a consciousness of economic strength. The agricultural
changes during the same period produced the opposite
effect. The open field method of cultivation vanished from
the face of England, and with it went the intermixed hold-
ings and joint husbandry. The inhabitants of a village no
longer toiled side by side in the fields, associated together in
a general partnership and carrying on in common all the
chief operations. The English countryside was now covered
with hawthorn hedges and ring-fenced farms, and the
labourer stood alone like the tiller of the soil in Millet's
famous picture. The scattered condition of the rural popula-
tion appeared to offer an invincible obstacle to the develop-
ment of a vigorous trade union. The individual farm worker
lacked the sense of security which is instilled into a crowd
by the confidence born of numbers. Moreover his exiguous
resources did not easily stand the strain of a weekly contribu-
tion to the trade union funds. The difficulty of conducting
propaganda in the teeth of these discouragements was almost
insuperable.
Many thousands of farm labourers had joined Robert
Owen's movement (in the thirties), but the latter soon col-
lapsed. After an interval of forty years a new campaign
started in Warwickshire under the inspiration of Joseph
Arch. It attracted the attention of the press and public
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